The economically indigent are at a greater -risk for acquiring many medical conditions than are the economically privileged. Is this due to genetic, environmental, or social factors, or some combination of them? The answer, of course, is that each disease and injurious process has an etiology of its own and that each of the aforementioned factors contributes in some measure to the poor health of the poor. Depending on whom one asks, however, this answer may be slanted in favor of the respondent's point of view. In this volume, which reflects the proceedings of a symposium of the Eugenics Society of London, in 1975, twelve contributors ponder this and other questions and often provide provocative insights.
including: photophosphorylation, membrane structure and function, the mechanism of coupling of oxidative phosphorylation to electron transport, the nature of the coupling device, the topography of the mitochondrial membrane, the resolution and reconstitution of oxidative phosphorylation and ion pumps, and the control of energy metabolism in tumor cells.
While this book provides a valuable recapitulation of the numerous and important contributions of Professor Racker and his colleagues, it suffers from two deficiencies as an overview of bioenergetic mechanisms. First, the three-year lag between the lectures and the publication date has caused an unavoidable neglect of the most recent information in an active field of research, some of which has required modifications in the hypotheses presented in the book. A more important deficiency relates to the level at which the information is presented. While the Preface states that the lectures are directed toward "young students of biology and biochemistry," much of the information is detailed and involves the reader in the confusion of multiple acronyms which have been applied to components of the systems involved. On the other hand, many students would appreciate a more complete discussion than is presented of some of the basic concepts and the rationales behind the experiments described. Overall, the book will be most useful to the investigator in a related field who wishes to bring himself up to date or who needs a starting point for a more detailed review of mechanisms in bioenergetics. 
